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I hope this issue finds you all in good health. Well...here is the much awaited
Origami Mitra newsletter, Kami. This is a very lean issue, being the first. Butwe
hope to have juicier issues in the future with more participation from all mitras!

Every issue will have a section on ‘Know thy comrade’. It is basically a page
devoted to one mitra. Something about them, their life, and their passion. We
thought, the flagship issue should talk about our founder lady Mrs. Tilak.

The other sections would be a mix of diagrams, happenings from around the
world, and our own events. It would be great if everyone could contribute their
thoughts about any event with us, so that they can be recorded on this
platform!

That's it for this issue from my quill. We are thankful to this issue’s guest editor,
Gita Kantawala, to take the time and write a message for us.

Have fun folding your piece of paper!

Himanshu Agrawal.

The word FIRST is truly magical. It conjures up a sense of pride and achievement in the
human mind. It is with these feelings accompanied by a certain amount of thrill that this
issue of Kami is being launched.

Origami Mitra was formed in 1981 and since then it has flowered into a body comprising of
people from different walks of life and of various ages. The binding factor is of course the
basic love for the art, rather passion, which has been the single motivation for the various
activities which the group has conducted down the years. These activities include
workshops and exhibitions. The response has been tremendous.

The latest activity are our Origami camps or mini conventions where the members choose a
place outside the city and spend the weekend folding happily away to glory. However the
city life does take its toll and sometimes it is not possible for everyone to attend all the
meetings or participate in all activities. Therefore a need arose whereby we all could be kept
abreast of the happenings and share our experiences and excitement when a new model is
executed. Contributions are more than welcome as itis YOUR newsletter. So let us all strive
to grow together and imbibe the spirit of Origami which put simply would be Friendship and
Peace.

Foldingly yours,
Gita Kantawala
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The founder lady of Origami-Mitra, Mrs. Indutai Tilak was the grand daughter-
in-law of Lokmanya Tilak. Indutai was a committed social worker who led a
women's team during the Goa liberation movement and prepared meals for
the activists. She wrote several books, poems and short stories on Lokmanya
Tilak and about her hobby - the Japanese art of Origami and Ikebana, on
which she was an expert. Indutai also held key posts in voluntary
organisations like Sewasadan, Huzurpaga and the Anath Hindu
Mahilashram. The concerns of the poor, needy and orphaned women were
close to her heart. She had done her schooling from Pune's Huzurpaga and
completed her BSc from Fergusson College after her marriage to Jayantrao
Tilak.

Indutai Tilak, was also the editor of Konkan Kesari and Sahyadri, and wife of
former chairman of the Maharashtra Legislative Council, Jayantrao Tilak. She
passed away at the ripe age of 74.










Origami Mitra is folding the town red, blue, green and all shades of every color
with its various events. This page is devoted to record the events held in the
recent past and others that will be held in the near future.

Past:

1. We recently concluded exhibitions at Kala Vidya Sankul and at the art gallery
in Thane. Lukewarm response to the exhibitions was compensated by a good
turnout for the post-exhibition classes at Kala Vidya Sankul.

2. An article on origami and Origami Mitra will be published in an in-flight
magazine.

3. Chitra Mehendale recently concluded a seriesd of workshops at the Mahila
Sangh, Vile Parle.

4. Manilal and Kamlesh Gandhi have been conducting several workshops
through Comet Media. A newspaper in Rajasthan carried a special article on
their activities and an interview with Manilal.

5. Himanshu’s origami models were profiled on Pogo channel.

Present:

1. The OPT slogan has been finalised to: One fold...one world...one language:
Origami.

2. Fingers crossed, but we can expect Tomoko Fuse to attend our OPT in
January 2006!

Future:

1. Workshops will be held at L&T and Maharashtra Dyslexia Association.
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